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[Abstract]

Journalism was originally built on practice, through practice and for practice
within its academic motivation and approach. Journalism itself has been separated
from the journalistic practice and turn out to be a serious discipline, which greatly
contributed to the development of professional and practical journalism. However,
how could journalism scholars gain necessary dignity in field of humanities and social
sciences? How does journalism connect with other researches within Humanities and
Social Sciences? What is journalism? Why journalism possible? How journalism
presents the real world?

Journalism is a challenge of the objectivity need to human’s the subjectivity. The
dignity of journalism lies in its journalistic questioning through news, and therefore,
human may find out more social facts and the true human self. The production of
news originally comes from real social practice. However, journalism in the academia
has been hunting for academic journalistic approach to understand the real world,
which inevitably causes the confusion between academic journalism and practical
journalism. So, the awkward situation is: the confusing separation between academic
journalism and practical journalism by employing academic approach to practice,
while doing academic research by following the approach to journalistic practice. Of
course, there is logical connection between academic journalism and practical
journalism, and practice also closely relies on academics. However, academic and
practice differ from each other as to their natures and aims. Therefore, journalism
education should be designed based on the above difference in academic and practice
Settings.
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As a course or program, journalism entered the higher education for hundred
years, its original vision — to see journalism as a profession, to make journalism
education professional - already beard fruitful result. Journalism professionals
graduated from many universities have been going out with their professionalism an
academic dignity. However, practical journalism has not been given names
corresponding to their own dignity, and is still living under the name of academic
journalism. The basic situation we face remains: regardless academic difference,
confusing the way of developing each of them. Under the premise of fuzzy situation,
the higher education with the purpose of journalism as an academic subject is
inevitably in the blind spot of cognition and action.

Journalism: A yet strictly named discipline

Journalism as a strict discipline is still in its infancy, yet gets the dignity of
independence. These intuitive judgments may be based on great respect to journalism,
and it is also based on the expectations of the knowledge and practice of journalism
separating and contributing to each other. Whether as the birthplace of American
journalism, the University of Missouri’s School of Journalism or the Columbia
University’s School of Journalism, or as a symbol of the birth of Chinese journalism,
the "Journalism Studies, Peking University," and Mr. Baohuang Xu’s "journalism",
the original purpose of journalism are all practical approaches, that are based on
practice, through practice, and for practice within the academic motivation and
direction. Walter Williams established the principle for the University of Missouri’s
School of Journalism in journalism education that “the best way of learning
journalism and advertising is to practice.” [1] And the Columbia School of
Journalism’s donor, Joseph Pulitzer, said that based on the ideal journalism’s
professionalism, and journalism education should be both from the moral and
intellectual aspects. Look at the origin of Chinese journalism, the Rules of Peking
University Research Association: “Our purposes are teaching journalism knowledge
and fostering journalists.” "We will study as follows: (a) the scope of journalism, (b)
News acquisition, (c) news editing, (d) news topics, (e) law of journalism, (f)
organization of newsprint and communications agency .”(July 6, 1918) Another
view in the remarkable Mr. Baohuang Xu’s book Journalism, Journalism is defined as
"Journalism is to study all the problems of newsprint and to get solutions [3];
journalism’s own internal structure also presents a practice orientation, although later
the researchers classified journalism into the journalism theory and the journalism
business to presents the knowledge and the practice sub-structures, but such a division
in itself is based on practice orientation. Newsprint’s position, definition of news, the
marvelous of news, news value, news acquisition [4] were all shown the practice of
journalism approach, as journalism itself asked, or as the Mr. Baohuang Xu said, that
is to seek a proper solution. To what extent the original motivation and roads of
journalism affect the following trends of journalism, which is a strong historical and
empirical issue. But today's journalism school as a training institution of advanced
journalists is still the basic nature, as well as classic textbook presents the practice
orientation of journalism, as floating texts fresh in our memory.



Separate the academic journalism from the daily toils, and treat it as a serious
subject, this is journalism — the knowledge of news- the first victory, which will
greatly contributed to the development of professional journalism. This is the Pulitzer
predecessors’ ideal. But, how journalism could get sufficient intellectual dignity in the
jungle among many fields of humanities and social sciences? What are deep
intellectual ties between journalism and the various areas of the humanities and social
science? Could journalism rely on anything to open up a unique school of academic
territory, and thus make an independent intellectual contribution to the literature and
social sciences?

If say journalism as towards the journalistic works, intellectual efforts are
necessary, however, then put all sight and the entire academic focus stay in
journalistic work on journalism, and it is far from adequate for such an area which has
infinite reasoning charms. The real problem and true knowledge always appeared in
somewhere hidden. News appears as events known to the world. But around the news,
the media, the ideology, the views and position the news rely on, and the complexity
of the matter itself the news contain, make the news that influence the human’s
audio-visual, mentality and even the source of consciousness face the important right
or wrong issue. News as subjective truth has the pressure of new, that the pressure of
timing, making the news has become the most suspense of the structure of human
activities; the world is constructed by the news, while the accelerated modern and
contemporary world is dominated by the news. The structure of news itself, the social
structure controlled by the news’ spreading structure, the silent impacts and
constraints the news made upon the structure of the conscious, make the journalism
has become an important intellectual destiny of mankind in the field. Journalism has
no school, and just expressed some sense of the academic status quo; the journalism
are the challenges to the humanity's most unfathomable reasoning limits. The maxim
of phenomenology of the 20th century that facing the things themselves is still our
basic attitude when facing news, and the measurement of the distance between news
things and the objective reality constitute journalism’s situation. The process of
professional journalism has always been under the circumstances, the second
unessential problems or issues.

On questioning of journalism itself, it has been involved the vast majority of
subject areas. When we view journalism as a social phenomenon, journalism shows
its nature of social science; when we view journalism as the original look of human
events, the journalism has shared the spirit of anthropology’s field study; when we
view journalism as the structure of subjective consciousness, the journalism is the
experimental field of psychology; when we view journalism as the driving force of
the structure of social consciousness and individual awareness, the journalism will
become an important intellectual source of education; when we view journalism as
human relations events, the journalism has a great sense of getting the territory of the
humanities; and all of this are due to the relationship between philosophy and
journalism. In addition, the media always carries the journalism, and the nature and
mode of transmission media impacts the journalism. Therefore, journalism, as the



knowledge of enough sensible charm is bound to grow in the subject land humanities,
social science and media technology; at the same time, the dignity of journalism is
also reflected in the adoption of the questioning itself asked by journalism, in this way,
human society may find more facts and people's own thing. So, journalism will
provide other human subjects sensible help. In fact, the humanities and social science
fields are also the discipline systems in which provides each other support and nourish,
and even illuminated with knowledge of the friendship! Just as Newman had a
profound insight that: "All knowledge is a whole, a single subject is an integral part of
the whole. ... ... Form of knowledge between the various science are inextricably
linked. They coordinate internally and allow even comparing and adjusting. They
complement each other, correct each other, and balance each other. "[5]

What is journalism? Why journalism is possible? How journalism restores the
real world? Journalism is the real challenge of mankind objectivity needs to the
subjective and the first time requirements, increasing the journalism anxiety. This
anxiety will continue to sow in every real journalist who has the requirements of
justice and real heart. But the dignity of news and journalism is based on the
questioning and promising of news. This is not displayed by any definition of
journalism. The classic definition of journalism considered the facts as journalism’s
target, but ignore the fact that facts come from a human’s subjective, and any concern
about the definition of journalism is precisely confined and limited to subjective facts.
Perhaps the load of journalism’s mission to restore the recent (or occurring) real
world is too heavy, and even overwhelmed. Human live in the thinking-real world,
why should they investigate for the impartiality? However, journalism itself still
sustenance of the human’s pursuits of the ideal objective world, dissemination of
recent, immediate, right now and true facts in order to restore the real world is still the
preferred destination for journalism. Journalism loads the questions and doubts of
truth. The truth of history, is given to history; real truth, was given to journalism and
sociology.

Practical Journalism: the Practical Wisdom is Far from Clarification

In view of this, in fact, journalism since its birth, began embarked on a
practical knowledge road, over a hundred years, and the knowledge of journalism
work is journalism's pursuit that is journalism art or practical journalism. This has
extraordinary significance for the professionalization of journalism and the concision
of practical knowledge of journalism. However, in universities, with the learning
attitude and working style, seeking the practical knowledge and wisdom is hard.
When we fall into the concept of proposition and its own cycle of truth, often missed
fluid, nimble and practical wisdom of journalism, missed the concise practical
knowledge of the opportunity for journalism.

Practical journalism, from its origin to see, was born in journalism field or



practice, and practice with a rational word itself means that journalism is always in
practice the concept of journalism - both repairing the existed ones and creating new
ones. The wisdom of journalism created on the sites is implicated in the writing
dissemination of news. Every journalist writes their own news in the wisdom, even
though they only seem to write the actual dissemination of news; but rather because of
their objectives is to present the event as it shows; they usually neglected to write
their own news to spread wisdom; they will continue to repair their lives to create the
news into information knowledge wisdom presented in a rational world. However, it
is regrettable that the practice of wisdom from generation to generation of journalists
dead with their death. Although in practice there will be some intergenerational
legends of journalism business, but these can not be compared to the open and
practical wisdom of journalism, because the loss of practical wisdom is unknowingly
occurred, and the owners of practical wisdom have not yet realized the significance of
concise and dissemination. In the end, all over the globe, journalism is far from the
clear practical wisdom.

The rationality presents and the transferring are the original goal of journalism
education - exploring journalistic work (practice) and transferring the knowledge.
Since journalism is not very appropriate way of learning, it results in journalism’s lost
of practice wisdom, and even the dangers of degenerating into a journalism dogma.
Real journalism has its own significance and value of education, but we should be
honest to see the classic journalism textbook also has practical wisdom of the
crystallization. To pay tribute to the classic journalism textbook, we should go back to
journalism site, looking for traces of practical wisdom news, while journalism
scholars has a rational academic mission of duty.

The scholars who only take the journalistic work as the full-time goal should be
careful of rational arrogation, since the knowledge of journalistic work are distributed
to every corner of journalism, lies in the hands of journalists, and we do only part of
the rational or assisted rational work. To represents practical journalism, only by the
simple binary system design of transcending the journalism and journalism practice,
journalism scholars and journalists, by the incentives, by restoring the practical
wisdom into practical knowledge. And journalism scholars have a more difficult
mission of on the history of ideas or knowledge

Practical journalism sounds worse than academic journalism sounds. But when
people find that practical journalism in the world is so poor, and is far from matching
the performance of work, when people find the ideal of higher education is the
practical journalism, when people find the meaning of practical journalism for human,
the practical journalism should be given the dignity of their independence. But the
real sense of exploration of journalism must not leave this piece of earth of practical
journalism, when the journalism practice dedicated to fine quality of news and events
authenticity, or even committed to the exploration of human nature and social
structure, the barriers between practical journalism and academic journalism will be



completely opened and softly connected; at that time journalism profession is not just
a special mission, adding the fun to the awareness of human nature and social
structure .

The higher education of academic journalism and the practical journalism

As a major subject area of human pursuit, journalism strives to explore the
truth of the real world, and gives the wisdom of actual journalistic work and the
exploration of knowledge to the practical journalism. For this noble purpose,
journalism should have a place in the university together with social sciences and
humanities constitute the human research subject's own group. Based on this objective
and purpose, journalism is not to promote the professionalization of journalism works,
despite the achievements of journalism will facilitate the professionalization of
journalism, journalism is responsible for its purely theoretic pursue, which is to
explore the truth of recently, real-time events, and why the truth could beyond the
inevitable human subjectivity. The results of journalism exploration- journalism
knowledge, will also help human observe themselves, taking journalism as a starting
point or an opportunity, to explore the possibility of human’s road which leading to
the real world. Journalism will first meet on its own rational purpose, and its
enlightenment for practical journalism is the natural result of its rational purpose. In
this sense; journalism deserves the highest dignity of human intellect, and “knowledge
IS not just the way to achieve something other than knowledge, or a natural basis for
the development of certain skills, but also sufficient to rely on and explore their own
purposes.”[6]

The journalism for the pure theoretic purpose should have pure higher
education pursuit, make every effort to reduce social function’s pressure, and avoid
the erosion of social utility. Human’s intellect get the greatest progress in the spirit
atmosphere with the absence of utilitarian. "When people are concerned about how to
immediately base metals into gold, the chemical can only stand still; but when ignored
the actual functions, it forward. Today, the chemical theory and chemical conditions
are continuously promoting each other. The same, until the division of medical basic
sciences came out, and would not consider the actual function; the medical science
got rid of almost standstill. Recent clinical development also indicated the same
situation that is when the disease is researched as a kind of phenomenon, and the
choice of patients and the problem is based on research interests of clinicians, the
disease most likely to be recognized - and most likely to be overcome. "[7] Like
journalism which has a direct connection with their practice areas, have important
expectations from the areas, and being named by its practice content is most
vulnerable to toward knowledge work or operations with the accumulation of
knowledge. The exploring nature of journalism is often replaced by operational
definitions, and neglect of pure science and reasonable inquiry. This is not only the
work of true journalism, but also the whole trend of social science, and "development



of social science is not enough to enable them to make sure the scientific status.
Sympathetic onlookers worry that the fragile structure of theory or science follows the
actual pressure, which cannot afford. "[8]

"Pure science changes people's ideas, and applied science is destined to
change people's lives” [9]. As with the practical and applied feelings, practical
journalism should have appropriate ways and roads to explore the wisdom far beyond
the presentation now, and its premise is out of the current set pattern that is to use the
ways of study to govern practice. Journalism education institutions’ conservative
cannot be a reason for delay, and "social institutions tend to lag behind the
performance and promotion of their lives." [10] The teachers of the University of
Missouri’s School of Journalism and Columbia University’s School of Journalism to a
certain extent from the outstanding first-line media journalists, because they chose the
teachers with more extensive practice wisdom, and the universities providing
intellectual environment will help rationalization of practical wisdom.

As the academic journalism and practical journalism with different types of
academic and higher education pursuits, the design should take academic separately
policy. Otherwise it will result in the crossroads of knowledge, leading to generation
of higher education students from going astray. In the early 20th century, the Chinese
architect of the modern education system, the father of modern Chinese universities,
Cai Yuanpei familiar with the abuse of academic non-separation, and he even
intended to use the naming to clear boundaries of academic and practice: "I think that
the scholars who focusing on academic should be in universities, and the scholars who
focusing on practice should be in professional academies. There are natural
differences between them, rather than the differences of age and extent. At the
universities, to study the knowledge is beyond other purpose, and at the academies,
we should do more practical learning”. [11]

Although the academic journalism and the practical journalism have a logical
connection and the natural close ties that is the practice depends on the academics, but
the academic journalism and the practical journalism belong to different natures and
different purposes. Academic journalism should get dignity of others from theoretical
dimension or knowledge dimension; academic journalism should become a
experimental field for social science and the other human subjects, and then become a
birthplace for social sciences and other subjects of human beings; the practical
journalism should condensed all the wisdom of academic journalism, being academic
journalism’s compass or revelation. In this sense, academic journalism and practical
journalism would get a real sense of convergence, namely: practice depends on the
theoretical studies.

In the design of the system of higher education, journalism education as a
member of social science and humanities group, should be more emphasis on internal
relations and interdisciplinary communications; journalism and its education should
learn from the social sciences and humanities ideas and methods; the premise of
journalism education is the real liberal education, and the more deep studying in
journalism, the more profound connection will be built between journalism and
people, and between journalism and community. When there are more needs of



nourishment from multidisciplinary thinking and methods, the significance of a kind
of science being as a part of the whole is vastly different from the significance of an
isolated kind of science without the protection of other science. “If one discipline and
other disciplines joint together, this discipline’s impacts on the students would depend
on the other disciplines."[12] At the early time when journalism education came into
universities, Flexner spoke a critical tone of the trends of journalism education at
Columbia’s School of Journalism: "Journalism is a very important social phenomenon,
and it is worth the critical study of it under the scope of social sciences faculty in
universities. But the journalism is still not as the professionalism sense as law and
medical. The professional training in the schools of journalism completely interrupted
the most important period of education. To be sure, false professional training cannot
be made up for the losses of the education in history, political science, literature,
science and philosophy "[13] Flexner is half correct, that journalism should be
incorporated into the design of the system of social science in which to build the road
and the direction of education; the other half was missed, and it is that journalism as a
profession is one of the most important areas of specialization since the 20th century.

Professionalization of journalism is still the direction of the pursuit of
practical journalism or journalistic knowledge; the degree of specialization, still
cannot be compared with the works of legal workers and professional doctors.
However, we should take historical point of view, and the latter two have
professionalization history for thousands year, and the professionalization of
journalism is just over a hundred years in history. More importantly, the journalism
knowledge is still far from the high degree of achievements that the practice
journalism has. A higher degree of specialization needs a more accurate and correct
ways and roads to achieve. The rationalization of journalism practical wisdom is the
shortcut of the accumulation of knowledge of journalism, but how to transform the
silence to manifesting and even to spreading are the problems that the design of the
system of journalism education is facing in the future.
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